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The bulldozer has now emerged as a dominant symbol of state-backed intimidation of Muslims 

in the country. After Khargone in Madhya Pradesh, Jahangirpuri in Delhi has seen the use of demolition 

of shops and houses seemingly as a punitive measure in the wake of a riot that followed a provocative 

religious procession. The Jahangirpuri demolitions, halted by an order of status quo passed by the 

Supreme Court, one which had to be reiterated as the drive went on for more than an hour after the 

order, represent an egregious violation of the rule of law. Even though described as part of a demolition 

process that had begun a few months ago, and done after prior notice, few would believe that the drive 

in Jahangirpuri had anything to do with ‘encroachment’, coming as it does in the wake of communal 

disturbances and in the middle of Ramzan. By intervening in time, the Court may have halted what could 

have been a series of demolitions of small businesses and households belonging to some of the poorest 

residents of the capital. CPI(M) leader Brinda Karat, who was present at the site, has highlighted the 

continuance of the demolition even after the court order was made known to the authorities. The 

Supreme Court should deal with this contumacious behaviour as part of the ongoing proceedings, in 

which its main concern, of course, ought to be to push back against the dangerously divisive and 

partisan manner in which authorities are responding to law and order issues. 

There are aspects to the controversy that betray an emerging pattern of the use of state 

machinery to inflict misery on Muslims. One is the role of the ruling BJP, whose Delhi chief wrote to the 

North Delhi Municipal Corporation to carry out the demolition targeting ‘rioters’ who had allegedly 

thrown stones at a Hindu religious procession in the vicinity of a mosque. As the counsel contended in 

the court, this wish seems to have been treated as a command, and police force mobilised within a day 

to carry it out. Another aspect is the attempt to conflate the legal consequences of rioting and 

communal violence with administrative measures to deal with encroachments in public spaces. The 

official line leans towards the theory of clearing encroachments even as the political message is that 

‘rioters’ will be dealt with. It is of concern that the Aam Aadmi Party, which while blaming the BJP on the 

one hand, has also made an unsubtle insinuation that those fomenting trouble are ‘Bangladeshis’ and 

‘Rohingya’, terms that will render the residents of the area vulnerable to denial of their rights. The most 

dismal aspect is the apparent enjoyment that the BJP’s communal constituency derives from the 

infliction of suffering on the ‘other’. The challenge before the country’s political opposition is not only to 

take on the unlawful ways of the state but also to reverse this polarising slide in the wider society. 

 

 state-backed (adjective) – supported by the 

government. 

 intimidation (noun) – frightening, threatening, 

oppression. 

 seemingly (adverb) -obviously, palpably, 

apparently. 

 punitive (adjective) – disciplinary, corrective, 

retributive. 

 measure (noun) – action, step, procedure. 

 in the wake of (phrase) – as a result of, in the 

aftermath of, as a consequence of. 

 provocative (adjective) – agitational, 

provoking, inflammatory. 

 procession (noun) – march. 

 status quo (noun) – the present situation, the 

current state, the existing state of affairs. 

 reiterate (verb) – repeat, say again, restate. 

 go on (phrasal verb) – continue, carry on, 

proceed; stay, remain, persist. 

 egregious (adjective) – shocking, 

horrible/terrible, very bad. 

 rule of law (phrase) – it is described as “a 

principle of governance in which all persons, 

institutions and entities, public and private, 

including the State itself, are accountable to 

laws that are publicly promulgated, equally 

enforced and independently adjudicated, and 

which are consistent with international human 

rights norms and standards. 

 have (something/anything) to do with 

(phrase) – be concerned with; be connected 

with; relate to, have a bearing on. 

 encroachment (noun) – intrusion, infiltration, 

incursion, trespass, invasion. 
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 disturbance (noun) – disruption, distraction, 

interference. 

 in the middle of (phrase) – during; in the midst 

of; in the process of doing something. 

 in time (phrase) – punctually, promptly, on 

time, at the right time; eventually, ultimately, 

finally. 

 household (noun) – family, house. 

 highlight (verb) – underline, emphasize, 

underscore. 

 make known (phrase) – communicate, pass 

on, tell; make public, broadcast, publish, 

report. 

 authorities (noun) – officials, officialdom, the 

people in charge, the bureaucracy, the system. 

 contumacious (adjective) – stubborn, 

adamant, single-minded, headstrong, wilful, 

uncompromising, unyielding, inflexible, 

uncooperative, unmanageable. 

 of course (phrase) – certainly, definitely, 

absolutely. 

 ought to (modal verb) – must, should. 

 push back (phrasal verb) – refuse, reject, 

prevent; force back, repel, fight off. 

 divisive (adjective) – alienating/isolating, 

disharmonious, discordant. 

 partisan (adjective) – biased, prejudiced, one-

sided. 

 law and order (phrase) – the passing of laws 

and their strict implementation by police and 

the courts; lawfulness, peacefulness, harmony, 

non-aggression, non-violence. 

 inflict (verb) – apply, enforce, exact, impose. 

 misery (noun) – pain, distress, suffering. 

 carry out (phrasal verb) – implement, execute, 

discharge. 

 allegedly (adverb) – reportedly, supposedly, 

purportedly, ostensibly, apparently. 

 vicinity (noun) – surrounding area, locality, 

neighbourhood. 

 counsel (noun) – barrister, lawyer, legal 

practitioner. 

 contend (verb) – claim, assert, declare, state, 

argue, charge. 

 command (noun) – instruction, order, 

demand, insistence. 

 conflate (verb) – combine, abridge/summarize, 

shorten (too many information into one). 

 line (noun) – boundary, limit. 

 administrative (adjective) – official, 

procedural, governmental, ministerial. 

 of concern (phrase) – If something is of 

concern to someone, they find it 

upsetting/worrying  & unsatisfactory. 

 on the one hand (phrase) – it is used to 

introduce the first of two contrasting different, 

points, facts, or ways of looking at something.  

It is always followed later by “on the other 

hand” or ‘on the other’. 
 unsubtle (adjective) – inconsiderate, 

unthinking, awkward. 

 insinuation (noun) – implication, 

hint/indication, suggestion. 

 foment (verb) – incite, provoke, agitate, 

instigate, cause. 

 Rohingya (noun) – an ethnic Muslim minority 

group, in western Myanmar (Burma). 

 render (verb) – make, cause to be, cause to 

become. 

 vulnerable (adjective) – in jeopardy, at risk, 

endangered, unsafe, unprotected, ill-

protected, unguarded. 

 dismal (adjective) – bad, poor, dreadful, awful, 

terrible. 

 apparent (adjective) – evident, obvious, clear, 

visible, discernible, perceptible, noticeable, 

recognizable. 

 constituency (noun) – a group/body of 

supporters. 

 infliction (noun) – annoyance, nuisance, 

inconvenience, bother, irritant, problem, 

difficulty, trouble, burden. 

 take on (phrasal verb) – compete against, 

oppose, challenge, confront, face, fight, stand 

up to.  

 reverse (verb) – change, alter. 

 polarising (adjective) – dividing, separating, 

parting. 

 polarise (verb) – separate into two opposing 

groups. 

 slide (noun) – fall, decline, drop, slump, 

tumble. 
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China’s government announced on April 19 that it had signed a landmark security pact with the 

Solomon Islands, evoking concern from Australia and the U.S. The agreement is the first of its kind that 

China has agreed with any country, and underlines its ambitions to play a security role in the Pacific. The 

final version has not been made public, but according to a draft that was leaked last month, it will pave 

the way for China to deploy its security forces there. The Solomon Islands can request police and 

military personnel “to assist in maintaining social order”, while China can make ship visits and use its 

ports for logistics. This will give China’s vessels a strategic foothold in the Pacific, in a region close to 

Australia and Guam, where the U.S. has a naval base. Both countries unsurprisingly expressed concern, 

with Washington, this week, even dispatching a senior official and Indo-Pacific Coordinator, Kurt 

Campbell, to the Solomon Islands, who will take up the pact as well as plans to reopen the U.S. Embassy 

there. China questioned the motivations of the visit, noting that the Embassy had been closed for 29 

years but the U.S. had now taken a “sudden” interest. 

The significance of the pact extends beyond the immediate regional security concerns in the 

Pacific. For decades, China insisted it would never open a military base abroad. Then, in 2017, the PLA 

put into use its first foreign base in Djibouti. The Solomon Islands government said the agreement does 

not imply China will build a base there. Chinese military planners have, however, made clear that further 

bases — for its navy — are in the works, with experts suggesting possible locations in Pakistan, 

Cambodia, and Equatorial Guinea (in the Atlantic). The pact does, however, relate to a second key pillar 

of China’s avowed “peaceful rise” doctrine, which was, as popularised by “Panchsheel” or the “five 

principles of peaceful co-existence” — the “non-interference” in the internal affairs of other countries. 

The deployment of security forces in a foreign country certainly does not square with that idea. China 

has already begun to do so elsewhere, albeit on a limited scale. Chinese media have mentioned China-

Pakistan patrols in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir, while reports have suggested the deployment of security 

forces in Tajikistan near the Wakhan corridor that links Afghanistan and Xinjiang. China’s past 

commitments on military bases and non-interference were intended to show the world Beijing would 

not seek to become a global “hegemon”, its favoured term to describe the U.S. But this is less of a 

concern for Xi Jinping, who has made clear his view that the “East is rising and West declining” and that 

China should be unabashed about moving to the “centre stage”. The latest security pact is unlikely to be 

the last. 

 

 landmark (noun as modifier) – milestone, 

watershed, historic event, major achievement. 

 evoke (verb) – invoke, give rise to, bring forth, 

elicit, induce, kindle, stir up, raise. 

 first of its kind (phrase) – unique, special, 

distinctive. 

 underline (verb) – emphasize, draw/focus 

attention on, highlight, underscore. 

 play a role (phrase) – contribute to, be 

instrumental in, be a factor in. 

 make public (phrase) – announce, reveal, 

disclose, publicize, circulate. 

 pave the way for (phrase) – clear the way for, 

make preparations for, put things in order for. 

 deploy (verb) – position, station, post; use, 

utilize, employ, make use of. 

 personnel (noun) – force, staff, employees, 

workforce; players in this context. 

 social order (noun) – it refers to a stable state 

of society in which the existing social structure 

is accepted and maintained by its members. 

 logistics (noun) – the process of planning & 

executing a complex work (e.g. transporting 

goods). 

 vessel (noun) – ship, yacht, boat. 

 strategic (adjective) – relating to achieving 

long-term or overall goals. 

 foothold (noun) – grip, anchorage, purchase, 

support. 

 base (noun) – a centre/place of operations by 

the armed forces; headquarters, station, post. 

 unsurprisingly (adverb) – in a way that is 

expected. 
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 dispatch (verb) – send off (for a purpose). 

 take up (phrasal verb) – become involved in, 

engage in, participate in a pursuit. 

 as well as (phrase) – and also, and in addition. 

 embassy (noun) – An embassy is larger and 

more important than a consulate and is 

described as a permanent diplomatic mission, 

which is generally located in a country’s capital 

city. An embassy is responsible for 

representing the home country, for handling 

major diplomatic issues (such as negotiations), 

and for preserving the rights of its citizens 

abroad. 

 motivation (noun) – motive, reason, rationale, 

ground. 

 interest (noun) – common concerns (in 

politics/business). 

 decade (noun) – a period of ten years. 

 People’s Liberation Army (PLA) (noun) – 

People’s Liberation Army (PLA) is the armed 

forces of the country of China and the 

Communist Party of China (CPC). It is one of 

the largest military forces in the world. 

 put into use/effect (phrase) – use, utilize, 

employ, implement, operate. 

 imply (verb) – suggest, hint, signal, implicate, 

say indirectly, indicate. 

 make clear (phrase) – explain, clarify, 

elucidate. 

 in the works (phrase) – under way, going on, 

happening, occurring, taking place, being done, 

being performed, continuing, in operation. 

 pillar (noun) – mainstay, strength, tower of 

strength, bastion; backbone, support. 

 avowed (adjective) – asserted, declared, 

admitted, stated publicly. 

 peaceful rise (noun) – “China’s peaceful rise” 

or sometimes referred to as “China’s peaceful 

development” was an official policy in China 

under the leadership of Hu Jintao, Former 

General Secretary of the Communist Party of 

China. The term generally suggests that China 

seeks to avoid unnecessary international 

confrontation 

 doctrine (noun) – principle, belief. 

 Panchsheel pact/agreement (noun) – 

Panchsheel, or the Five Principles of Peaceful 

Co-existence, were first formally enunciated 

(expressed clearly) in the Agreement on Trade 

and dealings/relations between the Tibet 

region of China and India signed on April 29, 

1954, which stated, in its preamble, that the 

two Governments “have resolved to enter into 

the present Agreement based on the following 

principles: – Mutual respect for each other’s 

territorial integrity and sovereignty, Mutual 

non-aggression, Mutual non-interference, 

Equality and mutual benefit, and Peaceful co-

existence.” 

 co-existence (noun) – The state of two or more 

different things existing/living together at the 

same time or in the same place. 

 non-interference (noun) – refusal to intervene 

in others’ affairs. 

 affair (noun) – concern, matter. 

 deployment (noun) – the bringing of resources 

into effective action. 

 certainly (adverb) – surely, definitely, 

unquestionably. 

 square with (phrasal verb) – to cause 

something to be in agreement with something 

else; make compatible, make congruent, make 

consistent, harmonize. 

 albeit (conjunction) – though, even though, 

however. 

 scale (noun) – magnitude; degree, extent, 

level. 

 patrol (noun) – vigil, guard, watch, monitoring. 

 corridor (noun) – a strip/swathe of land linking 

two areas (particularly by a road).  

 seek (verb) – try, aim, attempt. 

 hegemon (noun) – super power, major power. 

 favoured (adjective) – preferred. 

 unabashed (adjective) – unashamed, 

audacious, fearless, unconcerned, confident, 

bold. 

 centre stage (noun) – centre of attention, 

spotlight, public eye.  
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